THE UIGUES.
THE name Uigur , was applied in ancient times to an Eastern Asiatic nation of Turkish race, who for centuries had played an important rdh in the history of Eastern and Central Asia. We know from Chinese sources that m the seventh century they had their abodes in the north-western part of Mongolia, and in the eighth century their khans dwelt near the place where, in the thirteenth century, the Mongols built Karakorum. It seems that at the time of the climax of their power the Uigurs extended their rule far to the west, and their dominions reached even Transoxiana. In the middle of the ninth century their empire in Mongolia was destroyed by the Kirghizes, and they were dispersed. But some time later there were again Uigur kingdoms in Kan chou, at the north-western frontier of China and in the country north and south of the Celestial Mountains. In the latter tracts especially, the Uigurs where known to the Mongols, in the days of Chmgliiz Khan, and to the Chinese, as Wei-wu-r7i. Very little is known about the Western Uigurs in Central Asia. The Mohammedan authors of the eleventh and twelfth centuries seem to comprise them under the general name of Eastern Turks. The name Uigur is first found in the writings of the Mohammedan authors m the thirteenth century : and in the same period the name Wei-wu-rli first appears in the Chinese-Mongol annals Before that time the Chinese termed the Uigurs ffui-ho, by which name, as we shall see, the Chinese historians of the Mongol period generally designated the Mohammedans.